
Promoting an Advent Spirit in the Classroom


Christmas is coming— for the children, the most wonderful time of the year. And for the 
children of Light, it should be the most wonderful, wonderfull time of the year, because to the 
Church, it is the year’s beginning. No one but God could have made such a beginning, so full of 
beauty and glory and sheer magic as this. 

But you cannot just walk into such a blaze of glory without preparation, to be ready for 
that sharp sweet moment when and Infant’s cry cut the night “a moment’s fall,  the last we 
should know of loneliness.” You must creep up to it, think about it, count the days, watch the 
signs, and prepare. And folly though it seems in a world where all value is counted in material 
things, a child can never know the whole ecstasy of Christmas unless he knows its meaning; 
unless  he  takes  its  meaning into  his  own two hands  and examines  it  closely  and finds  its 
mystery for himself. It must be made of his own experience and delight and love.

-Mary Reed Newland, The Year and Our Children

We all live within several time frames, several notions of the year. The secular year, with 
its worldly hopes and resolutions, begins in January; the school year in September; the fiscal 
year, with its hard logic, begins whenever the entity in question so decrees. The Christian ear, 
like the Christian era, begins with the coming of Christ. The liturgical year does not begin with 
Christmas itself, however, but rather with a season called Advent, whose purpose it is to help 
Christians prepare themselves— their hearts, their souls— for the coming of Christ. (The word 
“Advent” means, in fact, “the coming.”)

Advent has had this function for about fifteen hundred years now; it is almost as old as 
the celebration of Christmas itself (which began in the fourth century). Christians apparently 
felt  that,  just  as Lent preceded the great feast of Easter,  Christmas should have a season of 
spiritual  preparation  and  it  extends  from  the  fourth  Sunday  before  Christmas  through 
Christmas Eve. 

Advent is not well known as a season: I am sure that many good Christians have never 
even heard of it. In any case event tends nowadays to be swallowed up in the general jollity and 
confusion of the increasingly secular holiday season. It is a hard season to observe. All the more 
reason to reflect on it carefully. 

The season of Advent carries a double meaning. On the one hand, people feel a desire to 
prepare themselves for the coming of Christ into the world, in to their lives. And looking ahead 
the Second Coming, the Last Judgment, they attempt to examine their consciences, to repent. 
Advent, then, has always been, like Lent, a period of prayer and fasting. 

But Christians everywhere have felt that there was a great difference between Lent and 
Advent. Lent is a very somber period, leading up the the Cross. Advent is intrinsically more 
joyful:  after  all,  what  it  leads  up  to  is  Christ’s  birth.  So  if  Advent  is  a  period  of  spiritual 
preparation, of prayer, works of mercy, frequent visits to church, it is nonetheless suffused with 
Christmas joy. 



How are we to observe this season of happy yet prayer-filled anticipation? How can we 
keep Advent from being swallowed up in the worldly Christmas season? Many people find that 
abstaining from meat, wine, sweets, or other food that they care about for two or three (or more) 
days a week is most helpful in reminding them that it isn’t Christmas yet, that this is a time to 
prepare the heart. Some focus on the needs of the poor, even greater at this season than usual: 
not only is it cold out there (just think of the Holy Family, seeking shelter, so long ago), but poor 
families  need money in  order  to  have  a  Christmas  dinner  and to  give  their  children  gifts. 
Thinking about poor children can be very important for our children, most of them so amply 
endowed  with  possessions.  Try  letting  each  child  pick  out  a  toy,  perhaps  even  contribute 
something from his or her allowance, for someone who has no toys. Such an experience can be a 
great builder of compassion. And, with your children, take cans or other unperishable goods to 
church to be distributed among those in need. 

Advent has its authentic pleasures. These are anticipatory joys, such as the setting up of 
the creche, one figure at a time perhaps. Day by day open the windows of an Advent calendar. 
Play and sing the music of Advent: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”

Maria von Trapp describes a beautiful Advent custom. On the first day of Advent, each 
member of the family picked out of a hat the name of some other member. From that day on, 
through Advent, that person became the secret “Christ child” for the one who had drawn his or 
her name: each day one tried to do something loving for that person. Many families, including 
my own, have found this a valued custom. One variation, especially nice for large families: try 
changing names each week so that each member focuses on several  different people as the 
Christ child over the course of Advent. I will confess that I have on occasion “fixed” the hat, so 
that a child received the name of someone on whom I thought he or she especially needed to 
focus love.

-Evelyn Birge Vitz, A Continual Feast

The holy season of Advent is a time of spiritual preparation for the  “coming” of the 
Lord.  It  is  a  threefold  coming  of  Christ  for  which  we  should  prepare  our  souls.  First,  the 
celebration of His coming in the past, two thousand years ago, when He was born at Bethlehem, 
just as we celebrate our own birthday every year. Then His Coming in the present, in Mass and 
Communion  and with  many special  graces,  on  Christmas  Day.  Finally,  His  Coming  in  the 
future, when Heaven will start for us and when we shall greet Him in the bliss of eternal glory, 
if only we die in his grace. 

Children have a keen understanding of these various aspects of preparation in Advent. 
some  parents,  however,  do  not  seem  to  be  interested  enough  in  meditating  on  and 
understanding these truths themselves, and so are not able to explain them to their little ones. 
Thus, the joyous anticipation of the feast is restricted many homes to the very features that are 
last important, especially since their original religious meaning is no longer understood, like the 
figure of Santa Claus, the Christmas tree, the presents, the Christmas displays in department 
stores, the symbols and festive decorations in the hoe. All this amounts to a shallow spirit of joy 
and excitement. 

True  preparation  for  Christmas  must  be  centered  around  the  liturgical  thoughts 
mentioned above and manifested by daily prayer. All members of the family should be acutely 



aware that love of Christ, prayer, personal holiness and some penance are the main features of 
the Advent season. External customs and symbols should never disturb, but only deepen, this 
spiritual attitude. 

-Fr. Francis X. Weiser, S.J., Religious Customs in the Family

Some Practical Applications: 

• The best Advent preparation is to follow in the footsteps of Holy Mother Church. John the 

Baptist is a constant focus of the Advent liturgy. Tell his story to the children. Discuss his 
mission, “to make straight the way of the Lord.” Invoke his help in spending Advent well.  



• One way to keep the Advent spirit  is to contemplate the long wait of the Old Testament 
peoples with the custom of the Jesse Tree. The Jews knew a Savior was coming, but they 
didn’t know when. They waited for hundreds of years before He was finally born in a stable! 
Until then, they studied the Scriptures. They read and re-read God’s promise to them, “For 
they shall cry to the Lord because of the oppressor, and he shall send them a Saviour and a 
defender to deliver them.” (Isaiah 19:20). 

Not only did they know a Savior was coming, but they knew from which line he would 
descend. "And there shall come forth a rod out of the root of Jesse, and a flower shall rise 
up out of his root.” (Isaiah 11:1) And again, “…there shall be a root of Jesse; and He that 
shall rise up to rule the Gentiles, in Him the Gentiles shall hope.” 

The custom of the Jesse Tree is a vehicle to tell the Story of God in the Old Testament, 
and to connect the Advent Season with the faithfulness of God across 4,000 years of 
history. The Branch is a biblical sign of newness out of discouragement, which became a 
way  to  talk  about  the  expected  Messiah  (for  example,  Jer  23:5).  It  is  therefore  an 
appropriate  symbol  of  Jesus  the  Christ,  who  is  the  revelation  of  the  grace  and 
faithfulness of God.

“The Jesse Tree” is depicted in art as a very tall tree which has its roots in the body of a 
sleeping Jesse. His important descendants are depicted rising from him as branches, and 
the tree flowers at the top with the Blessed Virgin Mary and, finally, Our Lord Jesus 
Christ. See below: the Jesse tree depicted in art.  See the appendix for instructions in   
making a classroom Jesse Tree. 



• The Advent liturgy is strewn with Old Testament prophecies, highlighting God’s promise of a 
Redeemer. These may be read aloud in the classroom, perhaps one per day. One way to do 
this while simultaneously emphasizing the wait for Jesus’s coming: an Advent paper chain. 
On strips of purple and pink paper, print the Old Testament prophecies. The pink paper is to 
represent the week of Gaudete Sunday. Cut the strips apart and staple into links to make a 
chain representing each day of Advent. Every day a child may take a turn tearing open a link 
and reading the Bible verse within. Discuss meaning, and watch the chain grow shorter as 
Christmas approaches. See appendix for printable templates containing chosen Bible verses. 

• Another helpful visualization for younger children is a Christmas Crib, set up at a central 
location in the classroom. This can be done very simply, just with an empty stable during 
Advent. The children can place straw in the stable daily to signify the acts of love they are 
silently doing to prepare their hearts for Christ. After Advent, a Christ Child will “appear” in 
the stable, now kept warm by all their little deeds. A more complex Christmas creche could 
also be assembled with the children’s help, if you like. Have the children bring things they can 
find outside and create an entire wilderness scene surrounding the stable. Fill the stable with 
as many beautiful figurines as you can find.  Yet another visualization could be done on a 
bulletin board, with the stable at one end and little sheep, one for each child, at the other. Each 
day as Christmas approaches the children may move their sheep one inch closer to the stable, 
until they all surround it at Christmas time. See appendix for printable templates of the stable 
and sheep. 



Appendix


The Jesse Tree


The Jesse Tree is named from Isaiah 11:1: "A shoot will spring forth from the stump of Jesse, 
and a branch out of his roots."  It is a vehicle to tell the Story of God in the Old Testament, and to 
connect the Advent Season with the faithfulness of God across 4,000 years of history. The 
Branch is a biblical sign of newness out of discouragement, which became a way to talk about 
the expected messiah (for example, Jer 23:5). It is therefore an appropriate symbol of Jesus the 
Christ, who is the revelation of the grace and faithfulness of God. 

The Israelites through the descendants of Abraham were chosen by God to be a light to the 
nations. When they were imprisoned by the Egyptians, they cried out to God for deliverance 
from their oppression. And God responded: "I have seen the misery of my people in Egypt, and I 
have heard their cry . . . I have come to deliver them from the Egyptians, and to bring them to a 
good land" (Exod 3:7-8). And so He entered history in a marvelous way to deliver them and 
bring them into a place where they could worship God and serve Him in peace and joy instead of 
serving Pharaoh in hard service. God promised to be with them and to be their God, and they 
would be His people. 

But as they settled into the land that God had given them, "they forgot God, their Deliverer, who 
had done great things in Egypt" (Psa 106:21). As they grew secure in the land, they began to 
believe that "my power and the strength of my own hand have gotten me these things" (Deut 
8:17). Even though God had raised up godly leaders like David, later kings and religious leaders 
served their own interests, and the people began to worship the false gods of the land. They even 
gave offerings to the idol ba’al, supposedly the god of rain and fertility of the land, thanking him 
for the prosperity they enjoyed. 

But God grieved because "she did not know that it was I who gave her the grain, the wine, and 
the oil, and who lavished upon her silver and gold that they used for ba’al" (Hos 2:8). God had 
"planted [them] as a choice vine from the purest stock" (Jer 2:21) and had expected them to grow 
and flourish and carry out His purposes in the world. But they had degenerated into a wild bush 
with worthless fruit. 

Because they had forgotten God, they also forgot the call of God to "do justice, love mercy, and 
walk humbly with your God" (Mic 6:8). God sent prophets to warn them of the consequences of 
failing to be His people. Amos warned them to "seek me and live" (5:4). Through Jeremiah, God 
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promised them that if they would turn from their wicked ways He would bless them and be with 
them in the land (7:5-7). But he also said: "Take heed, O Jerusalem, or I shall turn from you in 
disgust, and make you a desolation" (6:8). 

Some of the people longed for new leaders, a new "anointed" (Heb: meshiach; Eng: messiah) 
shepherd king like David who would help them to become what God had called them to be. But 
most of the people would not listen. They continued to worship the idols of ba'al. They continued 
to cheat the poor, steal from each other, neglect the needy, and do all manner of evil. 

So God let them go their own way and suffer the consequences of their choices. The Babylonian 
armies came and destroyed the temple, the city of Jerusalem, the land, and took the people into 
slavery. The choice planting of God that had such promise, that God had tended so carefully and 
encouraged to grow, was cut down and became a mere stump (Isa 5:1-10). 

But God did not give up on this people! Even though they had disobeyed, even though they had 
forsaken God for other gods, even though they had miserably failed to be His people and to let 
Him be their God, the God of Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob still loved them. He had made a 
commitment to these people that He would not allow to be undone even by their rejection of 
Him. 

He had already told them this through the prophets, but they had not understood then. Jeremiah 
had promised a day when God would again plant and build (31:28). And Isaiah had spoken of a 
time when God would cause a new shoot, a new king, to spring from the cut-off stump of the 
lineage of Jesse, David’s father (11:1). During the Exile, suffering under the consequences of sin, 
they had little reason to suppose that God would do anything new.  Still, the old promises echoed 
across the years, even if they could not believe them or even understand them. 

In spite of their failures, in spite of their inability to envision a future beyond exile, there came a 
time when the prophets again announced a new thing, proclaiming "good tidings" to the people: 
"Here is your God!" (Isa 40:1-11). The Exile was ended! God would bring back to life a nation 
that was already dead (Eze 37). Long ago they had been slaves in Egypt, with nothing they could 
do to change their condition, and yet God had chosen to deliver. 

So now, in the midst of their failure and hopelessness, God had again entered history as 
Deliverer. They would have another chance to be His people, not because they had earned it, no 
more than they had deserved it the first time; but simply because God in His grace had chosen to 
forgive. 

They returned to the land. But across the years, they again struggled to obey and live up to their 
calling. They would never again slide into the worship of false gods. They had learned that 
lesson.  But the great kingdom that they dreamed of restoring remained only a dream. They had 
hoped for a new king like David to lead them into a glorious future in which they would rule the 
world. They hoped to throw off the control of the Greeks and later the Romans and become a 



great nation. But it didn’t happen. And they became disillusioned and discouraged. 

So, they again hoped for God to raise up a new king, a new messiah, to deliver them from the 
oppression of the world. They longed for peace and deliverance from the tyranny of a sinful 
world. The prophets again brought the word of God to them, and promised a newness. Even 
though they struggled to understand and believe, they held onto the hope that the same God who 
brought slaves out of Egypt, and who brought exiles out of Babylon, could bring Messiah into 
the world! 

We know the rest of that story. God was faithful to that promise, and a new King was born in 
Bethlehem. So we can exclaim with the old man Simeon: "My eyes have seen your salvation 
which you have prepared before all people, a light of revelation to the nations, and for glory to 
your people Israel!" (Luke 2:30-32). 

But we also know that the world is still with us. Even though we can have Peace and Joy through 
the presence of Jesus Christ, we still long for deliverance from the oppression of sin in the world. 
We long for the full reign of the King, and the Kingdom of Peace that He will bring. So, while 
we celebrate the birth of the Branch, the new shoot from the stump of Jesse, we still anticipate 
with hope the Second Advent, and await the completion of the promise. 

The Jesse Tree helps us retell this story, and express this hope. 

Steps: 

1) At the beginning of Advent, find a medium sized, barren branch with many smaller branches 
coming from it. This will be the “tree” upon which the children will hang the various 
symbols of the Jesse tree, one each day.  

2) Each day of Advent, read one scripture found below, beginning with Creation. On that same 
day, choose one child to color the symbol associated with the verse you read. Cut out the 
symbol and hang it on the tree.  

Scriptures: 

Creation:  
In the beginning God created heaven, and earth. [2] And the earth was void and empty, and 
darkness was upon the face of the deep; and the spirit of God moved over the waters. [3] And 
God said: Be light made. And light was made. [4] And God saw the light that it was good; and he 
divided the light from the darkness. [5] And he called the light Day, and the darkness Night; and 
there was evening and morning one day. 

[6] And God said: Let there be a firmament made amidst the waters: and let it divide the waters 
from the waters. [7] And God made a firmament, and divided the waters that were under the 
firmament, from those that were above the firmament, and it was so. [8] And God called the 
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firmament, Heaven; and the evening and morning were the second day. [9] God also said: Let the 
waters that are under the heaven, be gathered together into one place: and let the dry land appear. 
And it was so done. [10] And God called the dry land, Earth; and the gathering together of the 
waters, he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.  And he said: Let the earth bring forth the 
green herb, and such as may seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after its kind, which may have 
seed in itself upon the earth. And it was so done. [12] And the earth brought forth the green herb, 
and such as yieldeth seed according to its kind, and the tree that beareth fruit, having seed each 
one according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. [13] And the evening and the morning 
were the third day. [14] And God said: Let there be lights made in the firmament of heaven, to 
divide the day and the night, and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days and years: 
[15] To shine in the firmament of heaven, and to give light upon the earth. And it was so done. 

[16] And God made two great lights: a greater light to rule the day; and a lesser light to rule the 
night: and the stars. [17] And he set them in the firmament of heaven to shine upon the earth. 
[18] And to rule the day and the night, and to divide the light and the darkness. And God saw that 
it was good. [19] And the evening and morning were the fourth day. [20] God also said: Let the 
waters bring forth the creeping creature having life, and the fowl that may fly over the earth 
under the firmament of heaven.  And God created the great whales, and every living and moving 
creature, which the waters brought forth, according to their kinds, and every winged fowl 
according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. [22] And he blessed them, saying: Increase 
and multiply, and fill the waters of the sea: and let the birds be multiplied upon the earth. [23] 
And the evening and morning were the fifth day. [24] And God said: Let the earth bring forth the 
living creature in its kind, cattle and creeping things, and beasts of the earth, according to their 
kinds. And it was so done. [25] And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds, 
and cattle, and every thing that creepeth on the earth after its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 

Adam & Eve: 
And God created man to his own image: to the image of God he created him: male and female he 
created them…And the Lord God formed man of the slime of the earth: and breathed into his 
face the breath of life, and man became a living soul…And the Lord God said: It is not good for 
man to be alone: let us make him a help like unto himself…Then the Lord God cast a deep sleep 
upon Adam: and when he was fast asleep, he took one of his ribs, and filled up flesh for it. [22] 
And the Lord God built the rib which he took from Adam into a woman: and brought her to 
Adam. [23] And Adam said: This now is bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be 
called woman, because she was taken out of man…And God blessed them, saying: Increase and 
multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it, and rule over the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the 
air, and all living creatures that move upon the earth.  

The Fall: 
And the Lord God took man, and put him into the paradise of pleasure, to dress it, and to keep it.  
And he commanded him, saying: Of every tree of paradise thou shalt eat: But of the tree of 
knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat. For in what day soever thou shalt eat of it, thou 
shalt die the death.  Now the serpent was more subtle than any of the beasts of the earth which 
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the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman: Why hath God commanded you, that you 
should not eat of every tree of paradise? [2] And the woman answered him, saying: Of the fruit 
of the trees that are in paradise we do eat: [3] But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of 
paradise, God hath commanded us that we should not eat; and that we should not touch it, lest 
perhaps we die. [4] And the serpent said to the woman: No, you shall not die the death. [5] For 
God doth know that in what day soever you shall eat thereof, your eyes shall be opened: and you 
shall be as Gods, knowing good and evil. 

[6] And the woman saw that the tree was good to eat, and fair to the eyes, and delightful to 
behold: and she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave to her husband who did eat. [7] 
And the eyes of them both were opened: and when they perceived themselves to be naked, they 
sewed together fig leaves, and made themselves aprons. [8] And when they heard the voice of the 
Lord God walking in paradise at the afternoon air, Adam and his wife hid themselves from the 
face of the Lord God, amidst the trees of paradise. [9] And the Lord God called Adam, and said 
to him: Where art thou? [10] And he said: I heard thy voice in paradise; and I was afraid, because 
I was naked, and I hid myself.  And he said to him: And who hath told thee that thou wast naked, 
but that thou hast eaten of the tree whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldst not eat? [12] 
And Adam said: The woman, whom thou gavest me to be my companion, gave me of the tree, 
and I did eat. [13] And the Lord God said to the woman: Why hast thou done this? And she 
answered: The serpent deceived me, and I did eat. [14] And the Lord God said to the serpent: 
Because thou hast done this thing, thou art cursed among all cattle, and beasts of the earth: upon 
thy breast shalt thou go, and earth shalt thou eat all the days of thy life. [15] I will put enmities 
between thee and the woman, and thy seed and her seed: she shall crush thy head, and thou shalt 
lie in wait for her heel.  To the woman also he said: I will multiply thy sorrows, and thy 
conceptions: in sorrow shalt thou bring forth children, and thou shalt be under thy husband' s 
power, and he shall have dominion over thee. [17] And to Adam he said: Because thou hast 
hearkened to the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that 
thou shouldst not eat, cursed is the earth in thy work; with labour and toil shalt thou eat thereof 
all the days of thy life. [18] Thorns and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the 
herbs of the earth. [19] In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread till thou return to the earth, 
out of which thou wast taken: for dust thou art, and into dust thou shalt return. 

Noah: 

And the earth was corrupted before God, and was filled with iniquity. [12] And when God had 
seen that the earth was corrupted (for all flesh had corrupted its way upon the earth,) [13] He said 
to Noe: The end of all flesh is come before me, the earth is filled with iniquity through them, and 
I will destroy them with the earth. [14] Make thee an ark of timber planks: thou shalt make little 
rooms in the ark, and thou shalt pitch it within and without. [15] And thus shalt thou make it: The 
length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits: the breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it 
thirty cubits.  Thou shalt make a window in the ark, and in a cubit shalt thou finish the top of it: 
and the door of the ark thou shalt set in the side: with lower, middle chambers, and third stories 
shalt thou make it. [17] Behold I will bring the waters of a great flood upon the earth, to destroy 
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all flesh, wherein is the breath of life, under heaven. All things that are in the earth shall be 
consumed. [18] And I will establish my covenant with thee, and thou shalt enter into the ark, 
thou and thy sons, and thy wife, and the wives of thy sons with thee. [19] And of every living 
creature of all flesh, thou shalt bring two of a sort into the ark, that they may live with thee: of 
the male sex, and the female. [20] Of fowls according to their kind, and of beasts in their kind, 
and of every thing that creepeth on the earth according to its kind; two of every sort shall go in 
with thee, that they may live. 

[21] Thou shalt take unto thee of all food that may be eaten, and thou shalt lay it up with thee: 
and it shall be food for thee and them. [22] And Noe did all things which God commanded him.  
And the Lord said to him: Go in thou and all thy house into the ark: for thee I have seen just 
before me in this generation. [2] Of all clean beasts take seven and seven, the male and the 
female. [3] But of the beasts that are unclean two and two, the male and the female. Of the fowls 
also of the air seven and seven, the male and the female: that seed may be saved upon the face of 
the whole earth. [4] For yet a while, and after seven days, I will rain upon the earth forty days 
and forty nights; and I will destroy every substance that I have made, from the face of the earth. 
[5] And Noe did all things which the Lord had commanded him.  And he was six hundred years 
old, when the waters of the flood overflowed the earth. [7] And Noe went in and his sons, his 
wife and the wives of his sons with him into the ark, because of the waters of the flood. [8] And 
of beasts clean and unclean, and of fowls, and of every thing that moveth upon the earth, [9] Two 
and two went in to Noe into the ark, male and female, as the Lord had commanded Noe. [10] 
And after the seven days were passed, the waters of the flood overflowed the earth. 

[11] In the six hundredth year of the life of Noe, in the second month, in the seventeenth day of 
the month, all the fountains of the great deep were broken up, and the flood gates of heaven were 
opened: [12] And the rain fell upon the earth forty days and forty nights. [13] In the selfsame day 
Noe, and Sem, and Cham, and Japheth his sons: his wife, and the three wives of his sons with 
them, went into the ark: [14] They and every beast according to its kind, and all the cattle in their 
kind, and every thing that moveth upon the earth according to its kind, and every fowl according 
to its kind, all birds, and all that fly, [15] Went in to Noe into the ark, two and two of all flesh, 
wherein was the breath of life. 

[16] And they that went in, went in male and female of all flesh, as God had commanded him: 
and the Lord shut him in on the outside. [17] And the flood was forty days upon the earth, and 
the waters increased, and lifted up the ark on high from the earth. [18] For they overflowed 
exceedingly: and filled all on the face of the earth: and the ark was carried upon the waters. [19] 
And the waters prevailed beyond measure upon the earth: and all the high mountains under the 
whole heaven were covered. [20] The water was fifteen cubits higher than the mountains which 
it covered. 

[21] And all flesh was destroyed that moved upon the earth, both of fowl, and of cattle, and of 
beasts, and of all creeping things that creep upon the earth: and all men. [22] And all things 
wherein there is the breath of life on the earth, died. [23] And he destroyed all the substance that 
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was upon the earth, from man even to beast, and the creeping things and fowls of the air: and 
they were destroyed from the earth: and Noe only remained, and they that were with him in the 
ark. [24] And the waters prevailed upon the earth a hundred and fifty days.  And God 
remembered Noe, and all the living creatures, and all the cattle which were with him in the ark, 
and brought a wind upon the earth, and the waters were abated. [2] The fountains also of the 
deep, and the flood gates of heaven were shut up, and the rain from heaven was restrained. [3] 
And the waters returned from off the earth going and coming: and they began to be abated after a 
hundred and fifty days. [4] And the ark rested in the seventh month, the seven and twentieth day 
of the month, upon the mountains of Armenia. [5] And the waters were going and decreasing 
until the tenth month: for in the tenth month, the first day of the month, the tops of the mountains 
appeared. 

[6] And after that forty days were passed, Noe, opening the window of the ark which he had 
made, sent forth a raven: [7] Which went forth and did not return, till the waters were dried up 
upon the earth. [8] He sent forth also a dove after him, to see if the waters had now ceased upon 
the face of the earth. [9] But she, not finding where her foot might rest, returned to him into the 
ark: for the waters were upon the whole earth: and he put forth his hand, and caught her, and 
brought her into the ark. [10] And having waited yet seven other days, he again sent forth the 
dove out of the ark.  And she came to him in the evening, carrying a bough of an olive tree, with 
green leaves, in her mouth. Noe therefore understood that the waters were ceased upon the earth. 
[12] And he stayed yet other seven days: and he sent forth the dove, which returned not any more 
unto him. [13] Therefore in the six hundredth and first year, the first month, the first day of the 
month, the waters were lessened upon the earth, and Noe opening the covering of the ark, 
looked, and saw that the face of the earth was dried. [14] In the second month, the seven and 
twentieth day of the month, the earth was dried. [15] And God spoke to Noe, saying: 

[16] Go out of the ark, thou and thy wife, thy sons, and the wives of thy sons with thee. [17] All 
living things that are with thee of all flesh, as well in fowls as in beasts, and all creeping things 
that creep upon the earth, bring out with thee, and go ye upon the earth: increase and multiply 
upon it. [18] So Noe went out, he and his sons: his wife, and the wives of his sons with him. [19] 
And all living things, and cattle, and creeping things that creep upon the earth, according to their 
kinds, went out of the ark. [20] And Noe built an altar unto the Lord: and taking of all cattle and 
fowls that were clean, offered holocausts upon the altar.  And the Lord smelled a sweet savour, 
and said: I will no more curse the earth for the sake of man: for the imagination and thought of 
man' s heart are prone to evil from his youth: therefore I will no more destroy every living soul 
as I have done. [22] All the days of the earth, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and 
winter, night and day, shall not cease…I will establish my covenant with you, and all flesh shall 
be no more destroyed with the waters of a flood, neither shall there be from henceforth a flood to 
waste the earth. [12] And God said: This is the sign of the covenant which I give between me and 
you, and to every living soul that is with you, for perpetual generations. [13] I will set my bow in 
the clouds, and it shall be the sign of a covenant between me, and between the earth. [14] And 
when I shall cover the sky with clouds, my bow shall appear in the clouds: [15] And I will 
remember my covenant with you, and with every living soul that beareth flesh: and there shall no 
more be waters of a flood to destroy all flesh. 
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Abraham: 

And the Lord said to Abram: Go forth out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and out of thy 
father' s house, and come into the land which I shall shew thee. [2] And I will make of thee a 
great nation, and I will bless thee, and magnify thy name, and thou shalt be blessed. [3] I will 
bless them that bless thee, and curse them that curse thee, and IN THEE shall all the kindred of 
the earth be blessed: [4] So Abram went out as the Lord had commanded him, and Lot went with 
him: Abram was seventy-five years old when he went forth from Haran. [5] And he took Sarai 
his wife, and Lot his brother' s son, and all the substance which they had gathered, and the souls 
which they had gotten in Haran: and they went out to go into the land of Chanaan. And when 
they were come into it, Abram passed through the country into the place of Sichem, as far as the 
noble vale: now the Chanaanite was at that time in the land. [7] And the Lord appeared to Abram, 
and said to him: To thy seed will I give this land. And he built there an altar to the Lord, who had 
appeared to him…Now when these things were done, the word of the Lord came to Abram by a 
vision, saying: Fear not, Abram, I am thy protector, and thy reward exceeding great. [2] And 
Abram said: Lord God, what wilt thou give me? I shall go without children: and the son of the 
steward of my house is this Damascus Eliezer. [3] And Abram added: But to me thou hast not 
given seed: and lo my servant, born in my house, shall be my heir. [4] And immediately the word 
of the Lord came to him, saying: He shall not be thy heir: but he that shall come out of thy 
bowels, him shalt thou have for thy heir. [5] And he brought him forth abroad, and said to him: 
Look up to heaven and number the stars, if thou canst. And he said to him: So shall thy seed be.  
Abram believed God, and it was reputed to him unto justice.  

Isaac: 

After these things, God tempted Abraham, and said to him: Abraham, Abraham. And he 
answered: Here I am. [2] He said to him: Take thy only begotten son Isaac, whom thou lovest, 
and go into the land of vision: and there thou shalt offer him for an holocaust upon one of the 
mountains which I will shew thee. [3] So Abraham rising up in the night, saddled his ass: and 
took with him two young men, and Isaac his son: and when he had cut wood for the holocaust he 
went his way to the place which God had commanded him. [4] And on the third day, lifting up 
his eyes, he saw the place afar off. [5] And he said to his young men: Stay you here with the ass: 
I and the boy will go with speed as far as yonder, and after we have worshipped, will return to 
you.  And he took the wood for the holocaust, and laid it upon Isaac his son: and he himself 
carried in his hands fire and a sword. And as they two went on together, [7] Isaac said to his 
father: My father. And he answered: What wilt thou, son? Behold, saith he, fire and wood: where 
is the victim for the holocaust? [8] And Abraham said: God will provide himself a victim for an 
holocaust, my son. So they went on together. [9] And they came to the place which God had 
shewn him, where he built an altar, and laid the wood in order upon it: and when he had bound 
Isaac his son, he laid him on the altar upon the pile of wood. [10] And he put forth his hand and 
took the sword, to sacrifice his son. And behold an angel of the Lord from heaven called to him, 
saying: Abraham, Abraham. And he answered: Here I am. [12] And he said to him: Lay not thy 
hand upon the boy, neither do thou any thing to him: now I know that thou fearest God, and hast 
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not spared thy only begotten son for my sake. [13] Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw behind 
his back a ram amongst the briers sticking fast by the horns, which he took and offered for a 
holocaust instead of his son. [14] And he called the name of that place, The Lord seeth. 
Whereupon even to this day it is said: In the mountain the Lord will see. [15] And the angel of 
the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, saying: By my own self have I sworn, 
saith the Lord: because thou hast done this thing, and hast not spared thy only begotten son for 
my sake: [17] I will bless thee, and I will multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven, and as the sand 
that is by the sea shore: thy seed shall possess the gates of their enemies. [18] And in thy seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because thou hast obeyed my voice. [19] Abraham 
returned to his young men, and they went to Bersabee together, and he dwelt there. 

Jacob: 

Esau therefore always hated Jacob for the blessing wherewith his father had blessed him: and he 
said in his heart: The days will come of the mourning of my father, and I will kill my brother 
Jacob. [42] These things were told to Rebecca: and she sent and called Jacob her son, and said to 
him: Behold Esau thy brother threateneth to kill thee. [43] Now therefore, my son, hear my 
voice: arise and flee to Laban my brother to Haran: [44] And thou shalt dwell with him a few 
days, till the wrath of thy brother be assuaged, [45] And his indignation cease, and he forget the 
things thou hast done to him: afterwards I will send, and bring thee from thence hither. Why shall 
I be deprived of both my sons in one day? 

[46] And Rebecca said to Isaac: I am weary of my life because of the daughters of Heth: if Jacob 
take a wife of the stock of this land, I choose not to live… 

And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged him, saying: Take not a wife of the stock 
of Chanaan: [2] But go, and take a journey to Mesopotamia of Syria, to the house of Bathuel thy 
mother' s father, and take thee a wife thence of the daughters of Laban thy uncle. [3] And God 
almighty bless thee, and make thee to increase, and multiply thee: that thou mayst be a multitude 
of people. [4] And give the blessings of Abraham to thee, and to thy seed after thee: that thou 
mayst possess the land of thy sojournment, which he promised to thy grandfather. [5] And when 
Isaac had sent him away, he took his journey and went to Mesopotamia of Syria to Laban the son 
of Bathuel the Syrian, brother to Rebecca his mother. 

[6] And Esau seeing that his father had blessed Jacob, and had sent him into Mesopotamia of 
Syria, to marry a wife thence; and that after the blessing he had charged him, saying: Thou shalt 
not take a wife of the daughters of Chanaan: [7] And that Jacob obeying his parents was gone 
into Syria: [8] Experiencing also that his father was not well pleased with the daughters of 
Chanaan: [9] He went to Ismael, and took to wife, besides them he had before, Maheleth the 
daughter of Ismael, Abraham' s son, the sister of Nabajoth. [10] But Jacob being departed from 
Bersabee, went on to Haran. 

[11] And when he was come to a certain place, and would rest in it after sunset, he took of the 
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stones that lay there, and putting under his head, slept in the same place. [12] And he saw in his 
sleep a ladder standing upon the earth, and the top thereof touching heaven: the angels also of 
God ascending and descending by it; [13] And the Lord leaning upon the ladder, saying to him: I 
am the Lord God of Abraham thy father, and the God of Isaac; the land, wherein thou sleepest, I 
will give to thee and to thy seed. [14] And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth: thou shalt 
spread abroad to the west, and to the east, and to the north, and to the south: and IN THEE and 
thy seed all the tribes of the earth SHALL BE BLESSED. [15] And I will be thy keeper 
whithersoever thou goest, and will bring thee back into this land: neither will I leave thee, till I 
shall have accomplished all that I have said. 

[16] And when Jacob awaked out of sleep, he said: Indeed the Lord is in this place, and I knew it 
not. [17] And trembling he said: How terrible is this place! this is no other but the house of God, 
and the gate of heaven. [18] And Jacob, arising in the morning, took the stone, which he had laid 
under his head, and set it up for a title, pouring oil upon the top of it. [19] And he called the name 
of the city Bethel, which before was called Luza. [20] And he made a vow, saying: If God shall 
be with me, and shall keep me in the way by which I walk, and shall give me bread to eat, and 
raiment to put on, 

[21] And I shall return prosperously to my father' s house: the Lord shall be my God: [22] And 
this stone, which I have set up for a title, shall be called the house of God: and of all things that 
thou shalt give to me, I will offer tithes to thee. 

Joseph: 

Now Israel loved Joseph above all his sons, because he had him in his old age: and he made him 
a coat of divers colours. [4] And his brethren seeing that he was loved by his father, more than all 
his sons, hated him, and could not speak peaceably to him. Now it fell out also that he told his 
brethren a dream, that he had dreamed: which occasioned them to hate him the more.  And he 
said to them: Hear my dream which I dreamed. [7] I thought we were binding sheaves in the 
field: and my sheaf arose as it were, and stood, and your sheaves standing about, bowed down 
before my sheaf. [8] His brethren answered: Shalt thou be our king? or shall we be subject to thy 
dominion? Therefore this matter of his dreams and words ministered nourishment to their envy 
and hatred. [9] He dreamed also another dream, which he told his brethren, saying: I saw in a 
dream, as it were the sun, and the moon, and eleven stars worshipping me. [10] And when he had 
told this to his father and brethren, his father rebuked him, and said: What meaneth this dream 
that thou hast dreamed? shall I and thy mother, and thy brethren worship thee upon the earth? 
His brethren therefore envied him: but his father considered the thing with himself. [12] And 
when his brethren abode in Sichem feeding their father' s flocks, [13] Israel said to him: Thy 
brethren feed the sheep in Sichem: come, I will send thee to them. And when he answered: [14] I 
am ready: he said to him: Go, and see if all things be well with thy brethren, and the cattle: and 
bring me word again what is doing. So being sent from the vale of Hebron, he came to Sichem: 
[15] And a man found him there wandering in the field, and asked what he sought. 
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[16] But he answered: I seek my brethren; tell me where they feed the flocks. [17] And the man 
said to him: They are departed from this place: for I heard them say: Let us go to Dothain. And 
Joseph went forward after his brethren, and found them in Dothain. [18] And when they saw him 
afar off, before he came nigh them, they thought to kill him. [19] And said one to another: 
Behold the dreamer cometh. [20] Come, let us kill him, and cast him into some old pit: and we 
will say: Some evil beast hath devoured him: and then it shall appear what his dreams avail him. 

Moses: 

Now Moses fed the sheep of Jethro his father in law, the priest of Madian: and he drove the flock 
to the inner parts of the desert, and came to the mountain of God, Horeb. [2] And the Lord 
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he saw that the bush was on fire 
and was not burnt. [3] And Moses said: I will go and see this great sight, why the bush is not 
burnt. [4] And when the Lord saw that he went forward to see, he called to him out of the midst 
of the bush, and said: Moses, Moses. And he answered: Here I am. [5] And he said: Come not 
nigh hither, put off the shoes from thy feet: for the place whereon thou standest is holy ground. 

[6] And he said: I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob. Moses hid his face: for he durst not look at God. [7] And the Lord said to him: I have 
seen the affliction of my people in Egypt, and I have heard their cry. 

Continue, following the list below as desired: 

December 1 Creation: Gen. 1:1-31; 2:1-4 Symbols: sun, moon, stars, animals, earth 

December 2 Adam and Eve: Gen. 2:7-9, 18-24 Symbols: tree, man, woman 

December 3 Fall of Man: Gen. 3:1-7 and 23-24 Symbols: tree, serpent, apple with bite 

December 4 Noah: Gen. 6:5-8, 13-22; 7:17, 23, 24; 8:1, 6-22 Symbols: ark, animals, dove, rainbow 

December 5 Abraham: Gen. 12:1-3 Symbols: torch, sword, mountain 

December 6 Isaac: Gen. 22:1-14 Symbols: bundle of wood, altar, ram in bush 

December 7 Jacob: Gen. 25:1-34; 28:10-15 Symbols: kettle, ladder 

December 8 Joseph: Gen. 37:23-28; 45:3-15 Symbols: bucket, well, silver coins, tunic 

December 9 Moses: Ex. 2:1-10 Symbols: baby in basket, river and rushes 

December 10 Samuel: 1 Sam. 3:1-18 Symbols: lamp, temple 

December 11 Jesse: 1 Sam. 16:1-13 Symbols: crimson robe, shepherd's staff 

December 12 David: 1 Sam. 17:12-51 Symbols: slingshot, 6-pointed star 
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December 13 Solomon: 1 Kings 3:5-14, 16-28 Symbols: scales of justice, temple, two babies and sword 

December 14 Joseph: Matt. 1:18-25 Symbols: hammer, saw, chisel, angle 

December 15 Mary: Matt. 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38 Symbols: lily, crown of stars, pierced heart 

December 16 John the Baptist: Mark 1:1-8 Symbols: shell with water, river 

On December 17, the Church begins to intensify the preparation for Christmas with the use of the "O" Antiphons 
during the Liturgy of the Hours. The symbols for the Jesse Tree from December 17 to 23 are based on the "O" 
Antiphons. 

December 17 Jesus is Wisdom: Sirach (or Ecclesiasticus in old Bibles) 24:2; Wisdom 8:1 Symbols: oil lamp, open 
book 

December 18 Jesus is Lord: Ex. 3:2; 20:1 Symbols: burning bush, stone tablets 

December 19 Jesus is Flower of Jesse: Isaiah 11:1-3 Symbols: flower, plant with flower 

December 20 Jesus is Key of David: Isaiah 22:22 Symbols: key, broken chains 

December 21 Jesus is the Radiant Dawn: Psalm 19:6-7 (in older Bibles this will be Psalm 18) Symbols: sun rising 
or high in sky 

December 22 Jesus is King of the Gentiles: Psalm 2:7-8; Ephesians 2:14-20 Symbols: crown, scepter 

December 23 Jesus is Emmanuel: Isaiah 7:14; 33:22 Symbols: tablets of stone, chalice and host 

December 24 Jesus is Light of the World: John 1:1-14 Symbols: candle, flame, sun 



 



 



 



Advent Paper Chain


Print the pages (attached below) on purple and pink paper. Pages one, two 
and four on purple, and page three on pink.














